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Fig.1. Symptoms of algal leaf spot at tea plantation
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Fig. 2. Morphological characteristics of Cephaleuros virescens
A: sporangiophore (sp); B: head cell (h); C: sporangium (s);
D: suffultory cell (su); E: suffultory cell after discharge (ds)
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Algal Leaf Spot of Tea Plant Caused by Cephaleuros

virescens Kunze in Taiwan
Fang-Ming Thseng'

Summary

Algal leaf spot is caused by Cephaleuros virescens Kunze in tea plants. One to over sixty spots were found
in a single leaf. Leaves develop lesions that are roughly circular, grey white to yellow brown, 1.5-4.5mm in size.
Vegetative cell, sporangiophore, setac and sporangia are brightly yellow brown in color under microscope. The
head cell, which is terminal on a sporangiophore, bears sporangiate-laterals. Sporangiophore is 250-350x
17-22um. Head cell bears 2-6 whorled suffultory cells. Sporangia are terminal on the suffultory cell. Sporangia
and suffultory cells are 23-27x20-25um and 35-40um, respectively. Among woody plant species around tea
garden observed, only Camellia oleifera and C. japonica are infested by C. virescens.
Key words: Tea, Algal leaf spot, Suffultory cells, Cephaleuros virescens

1. Assistant Plant Pathologist, Tea Research and Extension Station, Taoyuan, Taiwan, R.O.C.
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