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Tea Mite Biological Control in Fields

Huey-Tzang Chen

Summary

Ten tea growers were selected and instructed to rear the tea mite predators,
Amblysieus longispinosis Evans, in northern Taiwan tea plantation area for biological
control tests according to the following procedure:

The tea mites were first spread on lima bean or pea seedlings at 10-15 days
after seeding, and the predators were then released 5-10 day later. At about 10-15
day after the predators were released, the seedlings were brought into the tea gardens as
the source of the predators when the mite population in the tea garden reached 1
mite/leaf squivalent to 200,000 ‘mite/ha. It took 15-20 days to show the effect of
biological control.

The predators are very susceptible to all of the insecticides currently recommend-
ed for the tea gardens, and for this reason, the uses of insecticides for the tea gardens
using the biological control measure should be redusced

Assistant Entomolgist, Department of Tea Agronomy, Taiwan Tea Experiment Station,
Yangmei, Taoyuan Hsien, Taiwan, 326, R. O. C.



