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RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT ON TECHNOLOGY
OF TEA MANUFACTURE '

Ts ai—.rFua Chiu

Paochung tea, one kind of partially fermented teas, is not only a special product in Taiwan
but also the most important tea for exportation. However, facing the complication of tea pro-
cessing, labour intensive, instability of tea quality as well as the latent pressure of seasonal glut
and the competition from the related tea products from mainland China, the production and
marketing of Paochung tea has gradually become difficult. In solvmg afore-mennoned problems,
it is suggested that the following strategies should be taken.

1. Upgrading input material for tea porcessing:

The high quality of the input material guarantees the product of quality tea. Acquisition
of good green leaves firstly lies on the appropriate selection of the tea cultivar which is con-
sidered to be the most important factor determining tea quality. Better green leaves for the pro-
duction of superior teas also largely depend on better fertilizer management and cultural operations.

2. Improving tea processing technique:

Nowadays, the development of tea manufacture machines with labour saving is an urgent
point to reduce tea processing cost. We already have some outcomes in the improvements of
each tea processing step. The problem is how to combine and apply the research results to develop
an automatic, integrated system for tea manufacture. This is especially useful for the advance-
ment of foreign markets due to the fact that a big, automatic and integrated system for tea pro-
cessing would provide stable tea quality and decrease production cost.

3. Developing tea products with multiplicity:

The best way to relax the pressure created by latent overproduction is to make a large varie-
ty of tea products more available so that the growth of tea marketing can be expected. Of these,
the promotion of instant tea and fruit tea can settle the selling channels of low-grade tea; whereas
flavoured and canned teas can further enhance tea consumption.

Director, Taiwan Tea Experiment Station, Yangmei, Taoyuan 32613, Taiwan.
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4. Establishing techniques of tea evaluation:

Although we make every effort to develop chemical methods of judging tea quality, the
method of sensory tasting is still the most important way for the evaluation of tea quality. In-
deed, a reasonable judging method of sensory tasting can assure the quality of tea and thus pro-
vide necessary criteria for tea grading which would add to the acceptance of teas as commer-
cialized goods for international marketing. Application of tea taster’s authority can additionally
guide local tea-drinker’s consuming habit, resulting in protecting domestic tea-market from menace
by related products imported from other regions.



