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Fffects of Top-Working on Leaf Chemical Components of Tea
(Camellia sinensis  Kuntze, var, TTES. No. § )

Chun-Ming Tsai

The results obtained from a series trials of tea plant grafting conducted between
1973 and 1983 showed that the morphological characteristics of top-working tea
plant could be retained. When the root-stocks possessing stronger vigor were used for
grafting, the yield as well as the quality of the top-working tea plant were improved.
In this 'year (1984), efforts were made to 'study' the effect of grafting on the chemical
components of the leaves. The trial results showed that the Mn content was significant-
ly increased to the level of optimum range, 700-1200ppm by graftlng whereas that
‘in the control was below the level of optimum range The content of the catechins,
major components respons1ble for the better and astrigent taste was reduced by
grafting, _resulting in 1mprovement of the quality of paochung tea and green tea. It
can be concluded from these studies, grafteng can retain the morphological character-
istics and also improve the quality of tea.
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